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siderations upon the meeting I resumed my seat, and after a few short speeches on the other side, the names of the members were called, and the resolution was adopted by a majority of nineteen, and our Electors were appointed.
Judge Spencer did not keep his promise to come to the Senate the next day, but appeared on the day after jaded and dispirited. lie had not, however, the slightest idea of giving up the contest, but complained bitterly of the feeble manner in which their cause had been sustained in the Caucus, although he said that while they submitted to their present defeat, they would contest the nomination ° for Governor in the same way next winter and that he trusted that AVC would also acquiesce if they succeeded, to which I readily agreed.
Legislative.caucuses were then, as has been shown, the regular mode of nomination, but, feeling doubtful of their success, the Clin-tonians commenced, at an early clay, to elect delegates from the Counties represented in the Legislature by federalists, intending to claim seats for them in the nominating Convention.1 We followed their example, but in those contests they had one advantage over u.s that we could neither prevent nor, in general, resist. The federalists, except a small section called "the high minded" (who brought but little aid from the masses) were favorable to Mr. Clinton. Having lost all confidence in their own success, and feeling assured that Mr. Clinton must ultimately come over to them, in addition to their indirect assistance of his Cause, which we felt everywhere, they sent to our Convention obscure men of their own who had no distinctive political character. In this way we were defeated in a large majority of the federal counties. They also obtained a preponderating influence, when the Legislature met, tho' not an absolute control, over the new Council of Appointment, in consequence of the inaction of Governor Tompkins, arising from his situation as a candidate for the Vice Presidency, and in a short thhe they obtained a complete ascendancy in respect to all new appointments.
Several meetings were held to establish regulations for the organization of the nominating convention, and notwithstanding the mass of influence that was brought to bear against us, the Clintonians had not yet obtained a majority of the Legislative Members. We resisted the admission of delegates not members of either House on the ground of precedent, and of the charge of federal interference, in
0  MR. I, p. 105.
1  See  Hammond,   History of  Political  Parties in the State of New York,  I,   437.—
W. C. F.f the Meeting were in favor of appointing Mr. Clinton, and should say so in an open and manly Avay, I would cheerfully submit to the. decision, but no right-minded man could, upon reflection, desire such a result without being at the same time willing to bear the responsibility of it.   After pressing these and similar con-t the two Electors from the State at large should be desio-ual.ed in the same way—the one by the members from the South-i; tin'
